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LOCAL GOVERNMENT — AMALGAMATIONS 

738. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Minister for Local Government: 

I note that earlier today the minister released the state government’s final proposals for local government reform 
for the Perth metropolitan area. With this in mind, can he please outline to the house the changes to the proposed 
boundaries since the government’s first announcement in July this year? 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON replied:  
I thank the member for the question. This morning we launched the next round of the local government reform 
process. As members will be aware, in July we replied to the Robson report, which identified the model, and 
asked local governments to put in a submission to the Local Government Advisory Board on their preferred 
model for the new boundaries that were put out. In the past four months, we have spent a lot of time talking to 
mayors, CEOs, the Western Australian Local Government Association, Local Government Managers Australia 
WA and associated groups for local government, as well as residents, ratepayers and so forth. Today we sent the 
final plans to the Local Government Advisory Board. 

We have worked with the community to identify the local government communities that have more in common 
with each other, as well as their parameters. Through that process, we have remodelled it to keep Fremantle and 
Melville as separate cities as they move forward and grow, recognising that Fremantle is our second city and also 
the most visited destination in Western Australia; and Melville will be expanded as well. 

The interesting thing about this process—I have already acknowledged that it has been a long process—is that 
we have come a long way. Eight months ago when I became the Minister for Local Government, I could not 
even get councils to come to the table and meet with me and talk with me. We are now at the stage at which 
councils are willing to be part of the process, and this matter has now gone to the Local Government Advisory 
Board. The best thing about this next part of the process is that the Local Government Advisory Board will work 
out the best model as we move forward. The advisory board has a big job to do. There will be no input from me 
or any member of this house; it will be up to the ratepayers and the councils. Once the advisory board starts its 
process, it will open it up for public submissions, and residents and ratepayers and councils can put in their 
submissions to the advisory board so that we will get the best outcome for the ratepayers of Western Australia. 
The most important thing is that we have to move forward. The easiest thing to do is to do nothing. But that is 
not an option. We acknowledge that Western Australia is growing fast. Half a million people will be coming to 
this state in the next 13 years and we need to plan for the future. Bigger local governments can deliver more 
services and better services for their ratepayers. The exciting thing about today is that we are now at the next 
level — 
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah!  
Mr A.J. SIMPSON: The community process has now kicked in. By the end of this year, submissions will be 
open. By mid next year, we will have a report that we can all look at to show the benefits of a new identity born 
out of the reform process. This is a very exciting day for local government — 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: In closing, as I said, the population of the metropolitan area is growing and we need local 
governments that are better resourced to deliver services. The most important thing is that it is about creating 
stronger local governments that will best meet the needs of the ratepayers in our community and are able to cope 
with that growth. 
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